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As I reflect on the past year, I’m filled with immense pride and gratitude for the strides 
we have made together. Our journey has been marked by outstanding achievements, 
including expanding our team, deepening our community partnerships, and hosting 

our first spring gala culminating in the most successful fundraising year in the history of MTC. 
We also saw an impressive increase in our program satisfaction surveys, each milestone a 
testament to the collective efforts of our board, staff, volunteers, and supporters.

Last school year, over 300 students achieved remarkable progress, with each success story 
inspiring us. Our dedication to providing both educational support to our K-8 grade students 

and emotional support to our high schoolers underscores the hard work of our staff, 
who tirelessly create impactful connections between volunteers and students, 
guiding them through their journeys. We’re especially proud that 100% of our high 
school seniors graduated in June, that every teacher who used MTC tutors would 

recommend the program to other teachers, and that 91% of our tutors observed 
increased confidence and a more positive attitude toward learning in their students.

Thank you for investing in our mission. Your involvement and generous support are crucial 
in helping us empower more students to achieve their potential and thrive. We look forward 
to what the next year holds and sharing more milestones with you as we continue to work 
towards a brighter, more equitable future for all.

Jean Ikeda
Executive Director

“�As a long-term juvenile court judge, I have evaluated numerous programs to support 
the youth who appeared in my court. Without a doubt, Mentor Tutor Connection is 
the best program I have encountered during my tenure. It significantly increases the 
number of high school graduates by focusing on the emotional and academic needs of 
students through their K-12 school experience.”

TO OUR MTC COMMUNITY

Judge Leonard Edwards, Retired Superior Court Judge, Santa Clara County: 
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IMPACT AT A GLANCE

100%
of mentored students 

reported that their mentor 
really cares about them

100%
of mentored students 

would recommend MTC 
to their friends

95%
of tutors reported that being 
a part of MTC increased their 

sense of purpose in life

90%
of tutors were very satisfied 

with the guidance they 
received from MTC

100%
of teachers were satisfied 

with the effectiveness  
of MTC tutoring

Science shows that 
children who do well 
despite serious hardship 
have had at least one 
stable and committed 
relationship with a 
supportive adult

Source: developingchild.
harvard.edu

FOUNDED
1996

OUR MISSION 
To enhance the 
academic, social, 
and emotional 
growth of students 
in our community 
through meaningful 
connections with 
adult volunteer 
mentors and tutors

OUR VALUES
• �The Potential of 

Youth
• �Ethical 

Engagement
• �Supportive 

Relationships
• �Collaboration 
• �Cultural Sensitivity

THE NUMBERS TELL THE STORY

342 18 177 7,660
STUDENTS SCHOOLS VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEER HOURS
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IMPACT

MENTOR PROGRAM
MTC’s Mentor Program pairs vulnerable high school students with caring adults who support 
their emotional health and well-being. These students face significant stressors that impact their 
mental health, school engagement, and social interactions. Mentors provide insights toward 
bright future possibilities, whether it’s college, certificate programs, vocational training, or other 
career paths. 

of students indicated that their mentor 
gave them new ideas for their future 
and instilled confidence in what they 
could achieve

of students said their mentor gave them 
confidence when facing new situations

of students reported their attitude 
about school was more positive 

of students committed to attending 
college 

of students reported that their grades 
improved

“�I like that my mentor is someone I can 
count on for advice when I feel stuck on 
something. She is a voice of reasoning that I 
carry with me and is always encouraging.”

MENTEE, LOS ALTOS HIGH SCHOOL

MENTORED TEENS DEMONSTRATE:
•	 Increased career & academic aspirations
•	 Healthier relationships
•	 Improved lifestyle choices 
Source:  “Benefits of Mentoring for Young People”, youth.gov

BY THE NUMBERS

124 97 34,269
STUDENTS MENTORS HIGH SCHOOLSVOLUNTEER HOURS
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FROM DOUBT TO TRIUMPH

For the past three years, Ken 
Peters, a retired Internal 
Medicine physician and 

music enthusiast, has been a 
mentor with MTC, guiding his 
student, Pedro Alcazar. Paired 
with Pedro as a sophomore at 
Mountain View High School, 
Ken shared Pedro’s passions for 
medicine and music.

Pedro’s journey began in 6th 
grade when he moved from 
Mexico with very limited English. 
Fueled by a strong work ethic 
and “amazing social skills,” says 
Ken, Pedro quickly overcame the 
language barrier and thrived in 
high school. Joining the mentor 
program, Pedro sought guidance 
amidst his uncertainty about the 
future.

Ken and Pedro enjoyed various 
activities together—hiking, 
movies, museums, and 
concerts—but their favorite 
moments were conversations 
over coffee. Pedro looked 
forward to these times, saying, 
“I always loved going out for 
coffee after a long day to debrief 

everything going on in my life.” 
Ken offered gentle guidance 
and unique experiences, like 
arranging for Pedro to meet an 
anesthesiologist, aligning with 
Pedro’s career aspiration in the 
medical field. 

Three years later, Pedro 
graduated with a string of 
accolades, including student 
government, the ELD Commis-
sioner position, the Principal’s 
Award, and scholarships. This 
fall, he’ll pursue a Biology degree 

on the pre-med track at Loyola 
Marymount University.

“The most valuable lesson Ken 
taught me,” Pedro says, “is to 
always give my best. Even if the 
outcome isn’t what I expect, my 
hard work is something to be 
proud of”.

Ken will continue to mentor 
Pedro from afar during college, 
confident that Pedro will 
achieve his dream of becoming 
a physician and is honored to be 
part of his journey.

“�Ken is the nicest person I know, the most willing, flexible, 
and supportive one too. And for that, I’m extremely 
grateful. I hope moving forward I can be like him and 
carry those amazing traits with me.”

Ken Peters and Pedro Alcazar

Ken and Pedro enjoyed 
various activities 
together—hiking, 

movies, museums, and 
concerts—but their 
favorite moments  

were conversations  
over coffee.
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IMPACT

TUTOR PROGRAM

Targeted intensive tutoring, often referred to as 
high-dosage tutoring, has demonstrated an ability to 
improve academic progress for underserved students.

Source: edtrust.org

MTC’s Tutor Program supports over 200 K-8 students with one-on-one tutors in school class-
rooms and homework clubs. A significant proportion of MTC’s tutored students lack access to 
personalized academic assistance through conventional means, having been identified for our 
program based on referral from teachers and school administrators due to their below grade level 
standards academic performance. Our tutors focus on math and language arts, aligning their 
efforts with the school district curriculum.

BY THE NUMBERS

218 80 153,391
STUDENTS TUTORS SCHOOLSVOLUNTEER HOURS

of tutors observed academic growth in 
their students 

of tutors were satisfied with their 
relationship with their students

of teachers observed academic 
progress in their students who were 
tutored by MTC

of teachers felt that MTC tutored 
students demonstrated greater 
resilience and perseverance in 
overcoming academic challenges

of teachers noted improvement in test 
scores for their students who were 
tutored by MTC

of teachers noticed increased 
engagement and classroom 
participation in the students who were 
tutored by MTC

100%

100%

99%

96%

95%

93%



EMPOWERING YOUNG
MINDS WITH LITERACY

Silke moved to the US from Germany in 1967, 
teaching herself English and quickly becoming 
fluent. Her background in teaching helped her 

excel, leading her to a successful career in language 
education. After over 40 years running her own 
language school in Campbell, she joined MTC in 2016.

Silke’s passion for teaching shines through her work 
with MTC. After struggling to find the right tutoring 
program to volunteer with, she discovered MTC’s 
alignment with her teaching philosophy. “I like being 
helpful and making a difference,” she says.

She understands the challenges children face, noting, 
“Even very smart kids who lack confidence or are 
told they make too many mistakes or are too slow, 
lose their path.” One success story involved a student 
who progressed from reading at level B to level G 
by year’s end, significantly boosting her confidence. 
Silke explains, “I love to help children learn to read 
because once they master reading, they can learn 
anything else.”

One of Silke’s favorite stories showcases her creative 
teaching approach. During a world history session, 
two 4th graders were struggling to understand 
a world map. To make the lesson engaging, Silke 
tapped into their interests. Knowing they loved 
soccer, she asked them to find Brazil, a country 
famous for its soccer stars, which sparked excite-
ment. This led to even more curiosity with questions 
like “Where does the sun rise?” and “Where is the 
Golden Gate Bridge?” With their curiosity ignited, the 
students began to grasp their place in the world on a 
global scale.

Silke believes in the transformative power of literacy, 
stating, “When children can learn the sounds and 
names of letters and can blend and interchange 
them, that’s when the magic happens.” Her dedica-
tion continues to inspire and make a profound impact 
on young learners through MTC.

Silke Gurlich

“�My students eagerly 
looked forward to 
meeting with their 
tutors. One said, 
‘Oh! My tutor taught 
me that I’m really 
good at that now!’ I 
am so appreciative 
of their dedication.”

LASD TEACHER
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MENTOR PROGRAM

“�I have the honor of being the Chair of the Board for Mentor Tutor Connection this year. 
My journey with MTC began as a mentor to two wonderful high school Latinas. As a 
Latina who immigrated from Chile as a young child, I too walked in the path of having 
my Spanish speaking family with one culture at home and learning to speak English and 
assimilating to American culture. The people who have guided me on my path all served 
as my mentors. I am deeply humbled by the impact mentors and tutors can have. Our 
Board of Directors is a wonderful group of volunteers who believe deeply in the mission of 
MTC. Thank you for your continued support to help underserved youth in our community 
thrive. I am very excited to see what we can accomplish moving forward!”

VIVI BARDINA , BOARD CHAIR

MTC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MTC STAFF

Jean Ikeda, Executive Director

Christy Flahavan, Director of Programs

Jackie Garreau, Director of Operations

Gloria Chung, Community Engagement Manager

Leslie Cervantes, Mentor Program Manager

Gina Estrada, Mentor Program Manager

Vanessa Hannan, Tutor Program Manager

Fionnuala Loughran, Tutor Program Manager

Jennifer Springer, Mentor Program Manager

Vivi Bardina, Chair
Bob Adams (Emeritus)
Susan Kresek - Vice Chair
Alba Garza - Secretary
Ilona Lindauer – Treasurer

Cindy Bogard O’Gorman
Vivien D’Andea
Debbie DeSoto Kundrat 
Kathy Eggers Goumas
Audrey Fox
Alba Garza 
Karen Jones
Charles Lindauer 
Joey Ordonez
Jeff Ostrum
Paul Schutz 
Peter Thurston
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FINANCIALS

Individuals	 $117,404
Foundations	 $106,250
Events	 $61,236
Companies	 $25,126
Community and Holiday Funds	 $24,000
Schools	 $22,500
Service Clubs	 $19,000
Other	 $4,225

EXPENDITURES	 OVERALL %  
	 OF BUDGET
Programs	 82%
Development	 9%
Administration	 9%

REVENUE TOTAL: $379,741

COMPANIES
7%

SCHOOLS
6%

OTHER
1%

SERVICE
CLUBS

5%

FOUNDATIONS
28%

INDIVIDUALS
31%

COMMUNITY
& HOLIDAY

FUNDS
6%

EVENTS
16%
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS!

Thank You!

$10,000 and above
Concern EAP
The Intero Foundation
Quest Foundation
K-12 Team - Carol Nunnally and  

Matt Albright
Los Altos Town Crier Holiday Fund
Morgan Charitable Foundation
Los Altos Rotary Endowment Fund
The Skyline Foundation

$5000 - 9999
Joan & Dave Barram
Cindy Bogard O'Gorman and Dennis 

Milligan
Audrey and Larry Fox
Raleigh and Linda Frates
Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund
Ronald D. Kline Foundation
Debbie and Doug Kundrat
Charles and Ilona Lindauer
Los Altos School District
MVLA High School District
Mountain View Whisman School District
The Boone-Ostrum Family
Financial Architects Partners

$2500 - 4999
Bob and Lois Adams
Pamela Baird and Greg Unangst
Sally and Mario Chaves
The Driscoll Family Foundation
Sereno 1% for Good Charitable 

Foundation
Eventi Productions
Kevin and Jean Ikeda
Karen and Craig Jones
Susan and Bob Kresek
Elizabeth and Michael Maciag
Kiwanis Club of Mountain View
Los Altos Mountain View Community 

Foundation
Kris and Ken Moore
Dr. Kalpana Nathan
Russ Satake and Anita Lusebrink
Pamela and Ed Taft
Ann and Neil Wolff

$1000 - 2499
Patty and Thelmer Aalgaard
Mona and Robert Armistead
Dennis and Carolyn Armstrong
Debbie & Paul Baker
Pat and Jerry Brodkey
John and Tracey Cook
Judy Crates
Dr. Vivien and Stephen D'Andrea
Margaret Becker Edwards
Karen Fox
Stacy Gebhardt
Sue & Ken Greathouse
Shobana Gubbi
Illuminate Properties, Inc.
Foothills Congregational Church
Michael and Ina Korek Foundation Trust
Bill and Gay Krause
Layton Construction
Tim LeBaron
K2N2 Family Foundation
William Mason
Jennel Massey
Katie Matice and Steffen Low
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

Foundation
Bill Graham Foundation 
David and Tina Nano
Christopher Ream
Ed and Ellen Saliba
Paul Schutz
Dennis Shak
Jessica Speiser
Ginny and Richard Strock
Judy Bogard-Tanigami and Hide 

Tanigami
Silicon Valley Bank

$500 - 999
Anonymous
Teressa and Ken Baer
Jimi and Ned Barnholt
Meg Barron
Lyle Bickley
Wally and Tom Brunner
West Valley Properties, Inc.
Bue Family

Josefina J. Card
Elayne & Philip Dauber
Joan and Kevin Day
Henry Dempsey
Joanie and Alan Earhart
Leonard P. Edwards
Stephen Geisheker and Tanner Hanson
Laurelle Gutierrez
Judy Hannemann
Harding Family Fund
Anonymous
Anjali Joshi and Sanjay Kasturia
Gary-Keifer Fund, a fund of Los 

Altos Mountain View Community 
Foundation

Georgia Lee
Ian and Fionnuala Loughran
Jonathan Macquitty and Laurie Hunter
Jason May
Barbara and Jean Mordo
Clarice Nolet and Kenneth Siegel
Liz Nyberg
Joey Ordonez and Adhara Hernanez-

Ordonez
Julie and Carlo Panaccione
Christ Episcopal Church of Los Altos
Anonymous
Ceanne and Tim Ruehle
Ellyn Corey and Tom Sartor
Wynne Satterwhite
Stan Scardino and Susan Estrem
Kathleen Shaw
Beth Shuman
David and Lenelle Smith
Jennifer and Greg Springer
Carolyn Stuart
Barbara and Bruce Swenson
Peter and Carol Thurston
Justena Tseng
Barry and Jody Turkus Foundation
Lydia N Vidovich
Diane and Patrick Westgate

$100 - 499
Margaret Abe-Koga
Joanne & Steven Adams
Maryann and Robert Alloo
Dawn and Rich Amlin
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We are grateful to our individual, foundation, corporate and community partners  
who helped us raise $379,741 during the 23-24 fiscal year (7-1-23 to 6-30-24).

Thank You!

Anonymous
Sherry Auerbach
Lisa Auerbach
Jie Bai
Barchas Realty
Vivi Bardina
Kristine and Erik Bardman
Dan Barritt
William and Anne Battle
Mary-Sonja and William R. Beasley
James and Sue Bialson
WhiteSpace Financial Palo Alto
Tom and Sheri Blaisdell
Laura Blakely
MaryAnn and John Bogart
Kristen and Dennis Brown
Marge Bruno
John and Agnes Caulfield
William Clark
Andy and Holly Cohen
Melinda Cook
Steve Cowan
Mary Coyne
Loni Davis
Jennifer and Laurent Delamare
Martin and Allison Devenney
Mary Jane Edwards
Susan Edwards
Kathleen Eggers Goumas and  

Greg Goumas
C. Shelley Emerson
Eyre Family Fund
Jean Fickett
Anne Fischer
Betsy and John Fitch
Jean Fong and Jeffrey Wong
Anny Frehner
Olivier and Jacqueline Garreau
Alba Garza
Joan Giampaolo
Roy and D'Aun Goble
Margaret and Ben Gong
Brian and Gina Greenen
Sharon Greenstein
Kathryn Han
Richard Henning
Dawn and Jim Hill

Duanni Hurd
Connie and Matthew Ives
Pat & Beau James
Laura Roberts and Robert Jones
Barbara Joyner
Mady & Mel Kahn
Floyd and Lynda Kameda
Patricia and Joseph Kapp
Cynthia Karr
Gulnar Kawas
Alison Kibrick
Kevin and Roseann King
Steve and Cathy Koehler
Glenn S. Koorhan
Joseph and Fern La Rocca
Gail and Mike Lee
Michael E. and Lisa K. Liu
Joanne Marent
Debbie Mason
Betty Matsumoto-Schuch and  

Clifford Schuch
Sally Meadows and Ian Massey
Joan and Al Merchant
Kevin and Leslie Micetich
Tom Moran
Robert Morgan
Craig and Laura Norris
Carol and Steve Olson
Ann and George Perham
Dr. Kenneth Peters
Virginia Pitts
Michael and Carol Pliner
Teresa Proffitt
Nancy and Joe Ragey
Vicki and Dave Reeder
Allison Reidy
Kristin and Robert Reidy
Helen Richardson
Anne and Duane Roberts
Edward Jones
Diana S. Rossi
Sue Russell
Mary Ann and Bill Schatz
Richard Scholz
Ramesh and Usha Sekar
Richard and Pamela Shames
Steven and Beverly Shepherd
Smart & Final Charitable Foundation
Julie Steury and Peter Reynolds

Swetka's Tennis Shop
Christine Temme
Niki and Jeremy Theil
Kathy and Page Thibodeaux
Nannette Thomas
Mike and Robin Tomasello
Edith Tousey
Emeline Tsai
Richard Van Mell
Kidder Mathews
Catherine Vonnegut
Joan Willingham
Elizabeth L. Wilson
Heayoon Woo
Katherine and Steve Wurzburg
Rosa Yang
Marie and Cary Young

Up to $100
Robin and Paul Bantz
Marmi Barron
Sandy and Eric Bergan
Anonymous
Brian Blatnik
Maureen A. Cornelia and Peter L. 

Sheremeta
Claudia Hevel and Stan Doty
Mike Kasperzak
Valerie and James Klazura
Karen and John Lemes
Dave and Pat Ogle
Lee Rowen
Eric and Michelle Schmidt
Susan and Glen Schofield
Ron and Jane Stefani
Frank and Marion Verlot
Linda Wegner
Ellen Wheeler
Pat Wilcox
Anne Wiley and Gordon Good

DONATE TODAY
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